Regional Public Affairs Plan and Budget for 1993 
Central and South America 
ETS Consultants Project 


1. Introduction 

The ETS Consultants Project in Central and South 
America ("Latin Project") was initiated in early 1991. The Latin 
Project currently includes thirteen consultants from seven 
countries: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 

Guatemala and Venezuela. The consultants represent a wide 
variety of scientific disciplines, including chemistry and 
biochemistry, epidemiology, oncology and pulmonary and 
cardiovascular medicine. The Latin Project currently receives 
forty percent of its funding from Philip Morris International. 

The Latin Project is managed by Covington and Burling. 

Unlike many other regional ETS consultant programmes 
sponsored by the industry, the Latin Project was initiated in 
anticipation of, rather than in reaction to, the full-force 
arrival of the ETS issue to Central and South America. Working 
with the consultants, the Latin Project aims to generate high 
quality scientific data, literature and commentary that can be 
used to respond persuasively to what is expected to be an 
increasing number of exaggerated media claims of adverse health 
effects from ETS exposure as well as to oppose government 
initiatives to ban or restrict smoking in public places. 

Critical to the success of the Latin Project is the generation 
and promotion of solid scientific data not only with respect to 
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ETS specifically but also with respect to the full range of 
potential indoor and outdoor air contaminants. This approach 
encourages government agencies and media in Central and South 
America both to resist pressure from anti-smoking groups and to 
assign ETS its proper place among the many potential indoor and 
outdoor air contaminants found in these regions. 

To achieve the goals of the Latin Project, regional and 
country-specific initiatives for 1993 will emphasize: 

(1) Continued education of the 
consultants on indoor air quality 
issues in general and ETS and 
health issues in particular in 
order to solidify the consultants' 
positions as the regional experts 
in these fields; 

(2) Recruitment and education of 
additional consultants (if 
necessary); 

(3) Publication by the consultants of 
indoor air quality and ETS-related 
articles in scientific journals and 
in the popular media; 

(4) Indoor air quality field studies 
and, where appropriate, the 
publication and promotion of the 
results of these studies; 

(5) Scientific conferences on indoor 
air quality and ETS issues; and 

(6) Direct and timely responses by the 
consultants to unbalanced or 
exaggerated media reports on ETS or 
unreasonable proposals to restrict 
smoking in public places. 

Specific proposals for the Central and South America 
regions for 1993 as well as for individual countries in the 
regions are described below, followed by an estimate of Covington 
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& Burling's administrative fees and expenses,. 

2. Proposed Regional Initiatives 

Regional initiatives proposed for 1993 include: 

(A) A major international indoor air quality 
conference early in the year. A suggested location for the 
conference is Argentina. The conference would be a two-day 
seminar in which presentations on a broad range of indoor air 
quality issues would be made by the Latin Project's consultants 
and other scientists. Proceedings from the meeting would be 
published and made available in advance. The conference would 
aim to provide the most significant regional source of 
information to date for indoor air quality decisionmakers in 
Central and South America. 

Budget: $ 100,000 

(B) The production and circulation of a quarterly 
indoor air quality newsletter. The newsletter would be targeted 
to a broad audience, including building owners and managers, 
government officials and others determined to be in a position to 
influence policies on indoor air quality and, more specifically, 
smoking in public places. 

Budget: $ 40,000 

(C) Publication in international journals of 
approximately five scientific articles addressing indoor air 
quality and ETS issues. Each article would be promoted in local 
and regional media. 
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Budget: $ 40,000 

(D) Publication of regional media articles addressing 
common indoor air quality problems resulting from regional 
climatic or building design conditions which would place ETS in 
its proper perspective. These articles would be written either 
by free-lance journalists or, where appropriate, by one or more 
of the Latin Project's consultants. 

Budget: $ 30,000 

3. Proposed Country-Specific Initiatives 

Proposed initiatives for individual countries in which 
BAT has an interest include: 

(A) Argentina 

(i) An indoor air quality field study 
concentrating on offices and restaurants and other indoor 
environments identified by the local companies as potential 
targets for smoking restrictions. 

Budget: $ 100,000 

(ii) Several articles discussing ETS and health 
issues for publication in Argentine scientific journals such as 
Acta Cardioloqica and the Journal of the National Academy of 
Science of Buenos Aires. 

Budget: $ 30,000 

(iii) Popular press articles and press 
conferences reporting on indoor air quality and other ETS-related 
scientific conferences attended by Argentine consultants or 
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summarizing published scientific articles addressing these 
issues. 

Budget: $ 20,000 

(iv) Popular press articles examining the quality 
of indoor air in Argentina specifically. Such articles would 
place ETS in its proper perspective in relation to other indoor 
and outdoor air contaminants in Buenos Aires and other major 
cities. 

Budget: $ 10,000 

(B) Brazil 

(i) Further publication of data obtained in the 
1992 field study, presentation of that data at scientific 
conferences and preparation of corresponding media articles. 

Budget: $ 15,000 

(ii) A commentary on ETS epidemiology for 
publication in a Brazilian scientific journal with corresponding 
promotion in the popular press. 

Budget: $ 5,000 

(iii) Publication of media articles examining 
indoor air quality issues from the Brazilian perspective, 
focusing on Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 

Budget: $ 7,500 

(C) Chile 

(i) A field study on air quality in offices and 
restaurants in Santiago, the publication of an article in a 
scientific journal of the results obtained in the study and 
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promotion of the results in the popular press. 

Budget: $ 100,000 

(ii) Publication of articles addressing indoor 
air quality, ETS and health issues in Chilean scientific 
journals. 

Budget: $ 10,000 

(iii) Publication of media articles aimed at 
placing the ETS issue in its proper perspective in relation to 
other indoor and outdoor air contamination problems in Santiago 
and, to a lesser extent, in other major cities such as 
Valparaiso. 

Budget: $ 5,000 

(D) Costa Rica 

(i) Publication and promotion of the results of 
the 1992 Central America field study. 

Budget: $ 5,000 

(ii) Media articles and press conferences 
examining indoor air quality issues from the Costa Rican 
perspective, focusing on air pollution in San Jose. 

Budget: $ 7,500 

(E) Guatemala 

(i) Promotion of the results obtained in the 1992 
Central America field study. 

Budget: $3,000 

(ii) Media articles examining indoor air quality 
issues from the Guatemalan perspective, focusing on air pollution 
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in Guatemala City and the use of cooking fuels by indigenous 
populations in rural areas. 

Budget: $ 5,000 

(F) Venezuela 

(i) An indoor air quality field study focusing on 
environments identified by the local companies as potential 
targets for smoking restrictions. 

Budget: $ 100,000 

(ii) Media articles addressing the claimed 
association between ETS and cardiovascular disease. 

Budget: $ 5,000 

(iii) Media articles examining the indoor- air 
quality issue from the Venezuelan perspective, focusing on indoor 
and outdoor air contamination in Caracas. 

Budget: $10,000 

4. Estimated Covington & Burling Fees and Expenses 

Fees and expenses for Covington & Burling to administer 
the Latin Project, including fees and expenses to be paid to the 
Latin Project's consultants for attending two group meetings in 
1993, are anticipated to be approximately $155,000. This does 
not include fees and expenses likely to be incurred in connection 
with country-specific activities, which are included in the 
budgetary projections. 
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5. Total proposed central budget for 1993 


The total central budget proposed for 1993 for specific 
regional activities is $365,000 ($210,000 plus $155,000). 
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